THEATRE PREVIEW

- Tossedl’
- People Show Studios fringe

Ther{:’s magic in the air at People Show
. 1 Studios. Here is a Fringe Shakespeare
. that's mnovative and at times even breath-
- taking. “Tossedr is actually just a new
. name for ‘The Tempest: it's company
. Pants onFire’sfirstproduction, and by con-
: centratﬁiga]litsresqu:cestgr;ﬂleaupmnat-
. ural elements of this barmy little play it's
: found rich ground on which to unleash its
: combined creativity, -7 i

i Itsmajor coups are casting six actresses
. as the sprite Ariel, and a systemof screens
: that provides cover as she sows confusion
. among  the . ship-wrecked enemies  of
. Prospero, ‘her wronged master, ‘In'a
. favourite manoeuvre, several black screens
. are portered across the black stage n'co-
. ordination, revealing different Ariels at dif.
~ ferent times. And blow me, doesn'titlook as
. if she’s teleporting herself from spot tospot!
- The Renaissance-style polyphonicscore by

& 1 -

. Lucy Fgger - exceptionally well sung —
- enhances themystiqueanall occasions, - |
. But in bigging up the island's magical

: aspects, Pants on Fire forgefs about its |
. inhabitanits, In the dotibled-up main roles, |
- Machiavellian Spirit of Angelo. Otherwise
. the actors rather frust the visGals to'get
. them through. It works — just = uniil the
: lasthalf hour, when Tanner as Prosperois
. required fo pull it all together. Then you

: realisethatnotonly is Prosperostriggling
: with his Tines; but you'don’t give'a damn
: about -the characters whose fates he is
: resolving. Ahwell, youcan'thaveitall. . *
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